I w rite th is a rtic le in my individual cap acity , fo r m y view s do n o t neces sa rily re p re s e n t th o se of th is U n iv er sity . I shall, how ever, m ake referen ce in due course to th e policy adopted by th e P.U . to w a rd s th e whole q u estion of F irst-Y e a r stu d e n ts, and to th e v arious m ethods used in m y own D ep a rtm en t in b rid g in g th e gap w hich undoubtedly ex ists betw een th e School and the U n iv ersity .
T h a t th e re is such a problem , and th a t it is a serio u s one, is generally ad m itte d a t all levels; b u t alth o u g h a n u m b er of possible solu tio n s have been su g g ested , no basic a g re e m e n t h as as y e t been reached. I t seem s difficult fo r th e bodies d ire c tly concerned, i.e., the v ario u s D e p a rtm e n ts of E d u catio n and th e U n iv e rsitie s in th is co u n try , to g et to g e th e r an d give basic co n sideration to th e fu n d a m e n ta ls of th e whole m a t te r. T h is is u n fo rtu n a te , because it is only by such m ean s th a t som e so rt of solution accep tab le to both p a rtie s m ay be found. A s long as both rem ain p rim a rily concerned w ith th e ir own fields of in te re st, th e position will n ecessarily rem ain as it is-u n sa tisfa c to ry to both th e schools and th e u n iv er sities.
L e t us begin by assu m in g th a t all those concerned a re in th e ir own w ays try in g to do th e ir b e st: th e schools, th e u n iv ersities, th e tra in in g colleges, and the stu d e n ts them selves. L e t me say som ething first ab o u t th e position of th e u niversities.
T hey (th e u n iv e rsitie s of th is coun tr y ) have in th e ir keeping som ething infinitely precious: the m a in ta in in g of academ ic sta n d a rd s. No one, I assum e, would w ish to see a low ering of such sta n d ard s.
Y et the u n iv ersities are tied by reg u latio n to accep t th e m a jo r ity of successful M a tric u la n ts each y ear. The old In term ed iate E x am in a tion, w hich served such a useful purpose as a bridge betw een school and u n iv ersity w ork, has long been scrapped. T he m odern M atricu latio n syllabus co n tain s a n u m ber of essen tially n o n academ ic su b je c ts;
w hereas some tw enty-five y e a rs ago anyone in ten d in g to e n te r a u n iv ersity had to offer E n glish A o r B, A frik a an s A o r B, L atin , M athem atics, H istory, and Physical Science o r B otany. I t is in te re stin g in th is connection th a t the U n iv ersity of N atal, dissatisfied w ith th e p re se n t high fa ilu re ra te s (I quote: "only ab o u t h alf th e stu d e n ts who e n te r th e U n iv ersity will g ra d u a te " ) h as raised its e n tra n c e stan d a rd s. "S tu d e n ts who have n o t obtained a full M atricu latio n w ith a pass in M athe m atics will no lo n g er be ad m itte d to th e U n iv e rsity ." (T he S ta r: 28th F e b ru a ry , 1958). L atin , w hich should be vital, h a s long been abandoned, even fo r an A rts degree.
The u n iv e rsitie s of S outh A fric a are in a difficult position should th ey decide to re fu se adm ission to c e rta in stu d en ts, since none of th em is pro p erly endowed and hence req u ires S ta te financial aid depending larg ely on s tu d e n t en rol m ent. T h u s th e ten d en cy of o u r u n iv e r sities to develop on as extensive, ra th e r th a n as in tensive, a scale as possible. B equests to u n iv ersities in th is country are, I believe, su b je c t to ta x ; and no u n iv e rsity is com pletely independent of S ta te aid. S tu d e n ts are needed, if the u n iv ersity is to co ntinue to function, and, except in a few F acu lties like M edicine, th e re a re too m any places fo r too few applican ts.
In B rita in the opposite is tru e , and in ten d in g stu d e n ts have to apply to th re e or fo u r u n iv e r sities an d o ften to undergo special e n tra n c e te s ts devised by F aculties.
L e t us tu r n fo r a m om ent to the schools. They have been accused of p u ttin g th e exam ination b efore every th in g else, an d g e a rin g th e ir en tire o rg a n isa tio n to th e p roduction of su c cessful exam ination candidates. T h a t ch arg e is n o t fo r me to answ er. The p oin t is th a t it is made. If it is tru e, m ay I su g g est th a t it is basically the re su lt of social p re ssu re s a g a in st w hich individuals and gro u p s usually find it vain to striv e. M ethods of tea c h in g in our schools, it is urged, are based on exam ination re q u ire m e n ts; and the c rite rio n of a te a c h e r's q u ality is his o r h e r success in achieving th is. If all th is is tru e , th e n it is clear th a t the pupil is being given th e ty p e of tra in in g (cyclostyled notes, etc.) by w hich he will be enabled to p ass th e req u ired exam inations, b u t by w hich he will be p rev en ted fro m easily a d a p tin g him self to th e essen tial self-stu d y re q u ire d by th e u n iv ersity . A nd it is in m ethods of stu d y th a t th e v ita l difference is to be fo u n d ; fo r th e u n iv e rsity does n o t by its very n a tu re exercise the sam e su p e r vision over a stu d e n t's w ork th a t the school does. The u n iv ersity stu d en t m u st be prep ared to compile his own individual w ork schedules and a sce rtain in fo rm atio n fo r him self from su g g est ed sources and references.
In the U nited S ta te s of A m erica the sam e problem w as tackled y ea rs ago on a national basis, and th e F resh m an C ourse w as devised. T here th e u n d e r g ra d u a te spends his initial y e a r on w h at is really an intro d u ctio n to a num b er of su b jects r a th e r th a n th e subjects them selves. T his is a p reced en t w hich we m ay follow, b u t th e cru x of th e m a t te r is th is: W ould th e average p a re n t be p re p ared to pay fo r a fo u r-y ear instead of a th re e -y e ar degree course, m aking it five y e a rs if th e stu d e n t con cerned tak e s a p o stg ra d u ate diploma such as th a t req u ired fo r teach in g ?
T here is an a lte rn a tiv e to th is : th a t the v arious P rovinces or (it would seem likely soon) the U nion G overnm ent should provide an e x tra y e a r's tr a in ing in th e schools fo r those com para tively few pupils who in ten d to proceed to a univ ersity . T his would be a p o st M atriculation course sim ilar to th a t provided by th e S ixth F orm s of certain p riv ate schools. The cost of such addi tional tra in in g would be considerable; b u t th e point rem ain s: W ould it n o t be in th e b est in te re sts of h ig h er educacation in South A fric a ? I th in k you will ag ree th a t such post-M atric courses w ould do m uch to raise th e sta n d a rd of th e u n iv ersity applicant.
T his is th e p ra ctice in B rita in ; and th a t th is is so is no arg u m en t ag a in st its being adopted here. Such tra in in g is provided in B rita in a t c e n tra l and local g o v ern m en t expen se; and is th e m ain reaso n th a t d iffe re n tia tes th e 19-year old u n d e rg ra d u a te th e re fro m his y o u n g er S outh A fric a n c o u n te rp a rt. T he u n iv e rsity e n tr a n t h as had, in B rita in , an ad d itio n al one o r tw o y ea rs in w hich to u n d e rta k e advanced study a t school, in p re p a ra tio n fo r a u n iv er sity course.
T h ere is a n o th e r reason, and th a t a d elicate one, fo r th e fa ilu re of so m any u n d e rg ra d u a te stu d e n ts in th is coun try . To p u t it plainly, too m any s tu d e n ts a tte n d o u r u n iv e rsitie s who are n o t fitted fo r serio u s academ ic study. T h ere are, as I have said, too m any places fo r too few ap p lic a n ts; w hich fo r a u n iv e rsity is a n u n h e a lth y position. U n fo rtu n a te ly , in S outh A fric a w ith o u r p a rtic u la r ra c ia l set-up, every W hite p erso n is a p o te n tia l lea d er; and m eans m u st a p p a re n tly be found fo r him o r h e r to receive as full an educa tio n al tra in in g as possible. In brief, th en , too m any you n g people a re en co u rag ed to p u rsu e h ig h e r stu d ies fo r w hich th ey a re n o t fitted ; w hereas som e of th em should be seriously d isco u rag ed an d th e ir ta le n ts d iverted to o th e r th a n academ ic ends. The p a th e tic devotion of th e av erag e South A fric a n to a d egree o r a diplom a is ju s t a n o th e r m a n ife sta tio n of th e sam e a ttitu d e . W e would be b e tte r off if some s o rt of academ ic m eans te s t w ere devis ed, a s is done w ith inten siv e th o ro u g h n ess in B rita in .
A ctually, in th is co u n try th e young s tu d e n t is fo rtu n a te , in th a t our u n iv e rsitie s all p re fe r th e d egree course co n ta in in g a la rg e n u m b er of su b jects (n in e to eleven) to one c o n c e n tra tin g on a few , w hich have from th e beginning to be studied intensively. T his is yet a n o th e r in stan ce of o u r q u a n tita tiv e ap p ro ach to education as to life, our essen tial ex tra v e rsio n in th in g s of the sp irit. My p o int is th is : Im agine the plig h t of th e averag e F irst-Y e a r stu d e n t if he o r she w ere expected to begin the stu d y of one o r two su b jec ts a t a very high level, in stead of being m ore o r less able to cope w ith a n u m ber of su b jects necessarily studied less intensively.
A leg itim ate criticism w hich m ay, I think, ju s tly be levelled a t our u n iv e r sities is th e stre ss th a t is allowed to be laid by stu d e n ts on non-academ ic activities.
L et us consider m eanw hile the a ttitu d e of th e u n iv e rsity (n o t any p a rtic u la r one; th ey are all th e sam e in th is resp ec t) to w ard s those tim ew astin g and w ork-evading devices popu la rly know n as "stu d e n t a ctiv itie s" . H ere I am n o t re fe rrin g to th e in tellec tu a l a c tiv itie s of stu d e n t cu ltu ral societies, b u t to those various ex tra n e o u s a c tiv ities w hich seem to occupy so m uch of o u r s tu d e n ts' tim e.
H ere th e critic ism s of a couple of B elgian stu d e n ts who recen tly visited th e u n iv e rsitie s of th is co u n try a re of relevance. Briefly, th ey considered the average S outh A frican stu d e n t irre sponsible; th e y th o u g h t th a t too m any stu d e n ts cam e to th e u n iv ersity fo r a good tim e socially, w ith a degree th ro w n in if possible; and th ey deplor ed th e p o pular s tre s s on m ass-m indedness, by w hich a stu d e n t is expected to behave ju s t like every o th e r stu d e n t on th e cam pus, by w earin g a blazer, and by being p re se n t a t ru g b y m atches, rag s, m ass m eetings and sing-songs. I th in k th e ir first criticism m ay be discounted: m any stu d e n ts in m any co u n tries te n d to be irresponsible-a tra d itio n ex ten d in g back to th e "tow n and gow n" rio ts of th e Middle Ages. T here is som ething to be said fo r the view th a t too m any of o u r stu d e n ts come to th e u n iv e rsity fo r social ra th e r th a n academ ic re a so n s; and th e th ird accu satio n -th a t stu d e n ts are encouraged to be m oulded by th e ir sen io rs in to a prev ailin g ly e x tra v e rted social p a tte rn has, I am afraid , very m uch fo u n d atio n in fact.
B u t th e basis of th is lies deeper: it is g rounded in o u r whole m odern W estern w ay of life. I t is, none th e less, tra g ic th a t th e v ery m en and women required by o u r u n iv ersities a re often re-m odelled in to so-called "well a d ju s t ed p erso n s" or "all-ro u n d ers" (w h a t ever th a t m ay m ean) who m ust, if th ey a re n o t to p erish socially, tak e an active in te re s t in those v ery activ itiesgam es, ra g s, m ass social as opposed to c u ltu ra l in te re s ts -fo r w hich th e U n iv ersity should have no real place. M any stu d e n ts a re so busy being "good fellow s" th a t th e y have no tim e to be good stu d e n ts. T h a t such social p re s su re s a re p a r t o f a school tra in in g is in d isp u tab le; th a t th ey belong in any la rg e m easu re to a u n iv e rsity I deny, w h e th e r th a t u n iv e rsity be in th is coun tr y o r in an y o th er. I t is fo r the u n iv e rsity to encourage th e develop m en t of in d ividuality, self-developm ent, and th e a r t of d issen tin g from popular shibboleths.
One very im p o rta n t a sp ect of my su b je c t rem ain s to be considered. I t is th is : W h at step s a re being tak en by o u r u n iv ersities to a ssist th e F irst-Y ear s tu d e n t? H ere I m ay s ta te a t once th a t as m uch as is a t p rese n t possible is being done by some of our u n iv ersities to m eet th e problem of the F irst-Y e a r stu d en t. W ritin g fro m my own experience, I have n a tu ra lly to quote th e efforts being m ade in my own u n iv ersity to bridge th e gap betw een school and u n iv ersity tra in in g . A bout o th e r u n iv ersities I am n o t so well in form ed; b u t I shall have som ething to say about w h at is being done by the com bined E n glish D e p artm en ts of our South A frica n u n iv ersities on th e p ro blem s of teach in g language.
The P otch efstro o m U n iversity p ro vides all new stu d e n ts w ith a brochure enabling them to come to term s w ith th e ir new environm ent as quickly as possible. All F irst-Y e a r stu d e n ts come to the U niv ersity n ea rly a week before th e senior stu d e n ts re tu rn , so th a t they m ay a tte n d a n u m ber of o rien ta tio n le c tu re s and be fre e fro m influences from senior stu d e n ts about choice of courses fo r th e ir degrees. The p ra c tice of In itia tio n has been p u t w ithin bounds; and m ost im p o rtan t, th e F irs t Y ear courses in all su b jects have been sh arp ly differen tiated fro m th e Second and T h ird Y ear course, w hich is re g a rd ed as a whole. T he F ir s t Y ear, then, is an in tro d u ctio n to th e stu d y of various su b je cts in w hich th e stre ss is laid on w ays in w hich th e stu d e n t may learn to study fo r him self. In addi tion, th e D ep a rtm e n t of E nglish provides a "S tu d e n t's H andbook" fo r alm ost 200 new stu d e n ts who take E n glish as a su b jec t every y ear. T his p rac tic e I began in 1953, and since the U n iv ersity su b sequently issued its own g eneral guide I have been able to om it m uch of th e g eneral in fo rm atio n from o u r D ep a rtm e n ta l H andbook and con c e n tra te m ore on asp ects of the study of E nglish.
In th e D e p a rtm e n t of E n g lish, tu to ria l classes a re provided th ro u g h o u t. The F ir s t Y ears a re ta u g h t re g u la rly in sm all g ro u p s of a b o u t 8 stu d e n ts by a p a rtic u la r m em ber of th e D ep artm en t app o in ted as th e ir T u to r; n ex t year, w ith some re-o rg an isatio n , each stu d e n t (a n d th e re a re 90-plus) will see his or h e r T u to r a t le a st once a week, a p a rt from lectu res. A sim ilar a rra n g e m e n t applies w ith re g a rd to th e various special E n g lish courses. In Second and T h ird Y ear each s tu d e n t m eets his T u to r individually, by ap p o in tm ent, once a f o rtn ig h t th ro u g h o u t th e academ ic y ear. W ith F ir s t Y ears, a p a rt from n um bers, o u r problem is p a rtic u la rly difficult: fo r we have to ru n parallel classes in (a ) basic lang u age w ork, w hich h a s n o t been done in M atric. E n g lish B a t school, and (b) norm al academ ic w ork com m en surate w ith u n iv e rsity level. N ex t y e a r (1959) I am in s titu tin g a sub-course in F orm al G ram m ar. W hen th e av erag e A frik a a n s sp eak in g s tu d e n t com es to th is U n iv ersity , he can n o t read, w rite, nor speak E n g lish ad eq u ately fo r o u r p u r poses. I have sta te d enough, I think, to show th a t so m eth in g is being done h ere fo r th e ju n io r u n d e rg ra d u a te in p a rtic u la r.
T he n ew ly -co n stitu ted S outh A frican A sso ciatio n fo r th e A dvan cem ent of E n g lish Studies, u n d e r th e m anagem ent of th e H ead s of all U n iv e rsity D e p a rt m en ts of E n g lish in th is co u n try , has as one of its o b jects the holding of conferences on E n glish Studies, fo r the benefit of u n iv e rsity le c tu re rs, high school te a c h e rs of E nglish, and o th e r in te re ste d persons. A sh o rt con ference of th is n a tu re is to be held at th e U niv ersity of the W itw ate rsran d a t th e end of N ovem ber. So th a t som e th in g is being done to b rin g th e u n iv e r sity le c tu re r and th e high school te a c h e r to g e th e r, to consider problem s of lan guage teaching.
To my m ind, the only real solution un d er th e circu m stan ces is th e p ro vision of tu to rin g fac ilitie s fo r F irs t Y ear stu d e n ts in th e U n iversity. I m ay po in t o u t here, how ever, th a t Dr. M alherbe, P rin cip al of th e U niv ersity of N atal, is quoted as say in g th a t "to provide a d eq u ate tu to rin g fa cilitie s fo r o u r stu d e n ts (i.e., those in th e U n iv er sity of N a ta l) would re q u ire a t least £30,000 m ore a y e a r." A nd th a t is eq u iv alen t to th e averag e sa larie s of, roughly, tw e n ty p ro fessors. The r e fe r ence I have tak en fro m The S ta r of 28th F e b ru a ry of th is year.
I have a ttem p ted in a s h o rt space of tim e to tra v e rse a very larg e and very com plex su b ject. If I have a t tim es tended to over-sim plify a sp ects of the su b je ct in th e in te re s ts of clarity , I am so rry . I t rem ains tru e , how ever, th a t only genuine collaboration on th e p a rt of o u r D e p artm en ts of E d u catio n and o u r U n iv ersities can go any real way to w ard s solving th e problem of th e F irs t Y ear stu d e n t.
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